
Communique  
 

The Redfern Statement Organisations Unite 

Resetting the relationship between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples with the 

incoming Government and 45th Parliament 
 

 

 

On Friday 24 June, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peak organisations that signed the Redfern Statement, 

and mainstream supporting organisations came together to discuss how best to reset the relationship with the next 

Federal Government.  

 

The Redfern Statement set out clear policy expectations of all political parties across a range of areas and reminded 

an otherwise silent election campaign that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs must be a national priority for 

an incoming government.  

 

National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples (National Congress) and a coalition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peak organisations are looking to establish, from day one, a new relationship with the incoming Federal 

Government and across the 45th Parliament. We are looking for a new narrative and substance for the way 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs is negotiated in this country.  

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples demand an end to the status quo. Regardless of which party or coalition 

of parties forms Government after 2 July 2016, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their representatives 

are looking to establish a relationship with Government to ensure our people are supported. 

 

We make a united and unwavering call for government to work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people – 

rather than to them – we are outlining some initial, achievable steps be taken to facilitate the beginning of a new 

relationship between Government and the First Peoples of this country.    

 

We will establish a new norm in the depth and breadth of the relationship with the Federal Government. Our 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders are committed to working with government in a genuine and respectful 

way.  

 

We stress the vital role and responsibilities of the State and Territory governments and will approach each of the 

State and Territory governments and invite each State and Territory Premier and leader to meet as a matter of 

priority. 

 

First Steps for a new relationship 

 

In the first 100 days of the 45th Federal Government of Australia, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders will 

pursue the following two (2) initiatives be undertaken to form a new relationship:  

 

1) A meeting between the Prime Minister and a coalition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders 
 

We call on the Prime Minister to prioritise a meeting with the First Peoples  after the election. Within a month of 

forming the new Government, we propose a meeting between the Prime Minister and National Congress of 

Australia’s First Peoples (National Congress) and a Coalition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders and 

organisations.  

 

The meeting will see the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders present the signed Redfern Statement and 

discuss priority steps that must be taken to reset the relationship.  We call for the establishment of: 



 

- a senior Cabinet Minister with overall responsibility for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs; and 
   

- a Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs.  
 

2) Host a National First Peoples Summit  
 

We call on the new Federal Government to commit to join in our National First Peoples Summit to be held within the 

first 100 days of the 45th Parliament.  

 

A National Summit will establish the overarching framework for how governments and Australia’s First Peoples work 

together to solve the critical challenges we face together. 

 

Beyond the First Steps 

 

Following a National Summit, and after beginning the series of meetings with the Prime Minister and relevant 

Ministers, an ongoing plan for engagement at all levels will be agreed.  

 

We look forward to the 45th Federal Parliament becoming the basis for relations between Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples and all governments.  

 

 

 

 

 
 


